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One of the Board’s main 
responsibilities is to ensure that 
the school remains fiscally sound. 
In August 2016, bond rates were 
exceptionally low and the Board 
pursued refinancing the bond for 

our land and building at a lower 
interest rate. We succeeded. Under the 

new terms, Channing Hall will save about 
$25,000 a year and pay off the debt under the 

same amortization rate as the previous bond.  Over the life of 
the new bond, the grand total savings will be $536,481.  We’re 
excited to keep that money in the school instead of spending it 
on interest.  
 
While the Board has been working behind the scenes, our 
school community continues to strive to meet the vision of 
Channing Hall by implementing our 6 guiding principles: 1. 
Maintain clear educational objectives; 2. Foster intellectual 
agility; 3. Differentiate instruction; 4. Involve students in the 
community; 5. Involve stakeholders in the Channing Hall 
community; and 6. Engage students.  
 
We invite you to enjoy the 2016-2017 Annual Report, which 
highlights successes for each guiding principle as well as other 
noteworthy happenings at the school. 
 
Warmly,
 
Channing Hall Board of Trustees 

A MESSAGE 
TO OUR 

FRIENDS
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Every year as I write this letter for the Annual Report, I reflect 
on how we have flourished as a school. One way to measure 
that is by looking at the achievements of our graduates. Many 
former students return to Channing Hall to visit each year. 
(This, I believe, is an accomplishment in itself! I don’t know 
about you, but I’ve never been back to visit my middle school.) 
These former students comment on how they excel in honors 
classes, that they are confident writers, and they understand 
the importance of treating teachers and other students with 
respect.
 
What an amazing tribute to Channing Hall! Even after our 
students have graduated, they are still thinking of us. 

Not only do our former students return to visit, they also come 
back in other capacities. We have former students who have 
interned or worked as aides, substitutes, and even a teacher. In 
2017-18, we will have our first legacy baby in kindergarten. 
The parents met at Channing Hall.
 
Channing Hall continues to reach all of our students and give 
them a sense of accomplishment and purpose. Our IB Learner 
Profile allows student to be thinkers, knowledgeable, reflective, 
and inquirers who strive to improve the world. 
 
Sincerely,

Heather Shepherd
Head of School
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A World of Faith
How do cultures maintain their identities and 
traditions? How does learning about other cultures 
teach us about our own?

Dana Thompson’s 6th grade social studies students 
considered those questions in their World Religions 
Unit last year. The class had leaders from various 
religious communities in the Salt Lake area speak 
to the class. The next day, they toured four places of 
worship: West Valley Mosque, Sri Ganesh Hindu 
Temple of South Jordan, Kol Ami Synagogue in 
Salt Lake City, and the Catholic Cathedral of the 
Madeleine in Salt Lake City.  The students got to 
discuss Islam in the modern world, review Torah 
scrolls, see statues of Hindu gods, and learn about 
the symbolism behind all the stained-glass windows 
and intricate carvings at the Cathedral.

Not only did this unit meet (and exceed) state 
standards, it also tied in the IB learner profile that 
encourages our students be community-minded, 
global citizens.  

Guiding Principle 1

CLEAR 
EDUCATIONAL
OBJECTIVES

“Cathedral of the Madeleine” by Pedro Szekely available at 
http://bit.ly/2w4j60H under Creatives Commons
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Serious Scribes
Over the last several years, the middle 
school has taken the NaNoWriMo chal-
lenge – a month of intense writing with 
the ultimate goal of finishing a short 
novel.  This year the entire 8th grade, as 
well as a handful of 6th and 7th graders, 
participated.  

Several special writing-themed events 

took place.  The event kicked off with 
a visit from author Peggy Eddleman 
who spoke about being a writer, ways 
to overcome writers’ block, and creative 
methods to get inspiration and ideas.  
Later in the month, Shelly Brown told 
students about dealing with frustration 
and disappointment in writing. She 
encouraged the students to just keep 
writing.  

The 6th and 7th grade also participated 

in a fun 
ghost story 
writing 
contest. 

This program 
let students stretch 
their Intellectual Agility – the ability to 
learn both independently and collabo-
ratively, apply a range of learning and 
thinking skills, and gain a strong foun-
dation of academic skills.

Guiding Principle 2

INTELLECTUAL
AGILITY

 Guiding Principle 2

INTELLECTUAL
AGILITY



Bigger Buddies Make a Difference
One of Channing Hall’s guiding princi-
ples is teaching children through Differ-
entiated Instruction. We want to expose 
students to multiple learning styles.  
Since our school is K-8, we are able to 
pair our older students with younger 

ones to learn and teach.  

Seventh and 8th grade Language Arts 
students assisted kindergarteners with 
research for their “Jobs” and “Animals” 
reports.  The 5th graders were given 

a reading buddy, as well as a specific 
assignment that his or her kinder buddy 
needed to master. This made a BIG dif-
ference for our emergent readers. It also 
allowed our older students to adapt to 
various ability levels and learning styles.

Guiding Principle 3

DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTION



Filling a Need
 
Each student at Channing Hall is re-
quired to complete an IB Service Action 
Project (formerly “Golden Rule”) each 
year.  This project allows students to 
learn about service and volunteerism in 
their community.  

Each student performs a volunteer 

act in the community, then submits a 
report with pictures to be presented in 
class.  Students are able to see the needs 
around them, and also gain organiza-
tional skills in executing a project for 
the common good.  

Last year our students visited elderly 
veterans, volunteered their time at the 
Humane Society, helped at the Utah 

Food Bank and even ran drives and bake 
sales for Primary Children’s Hospital. 

We know this year will be another 
impactful year of students observing the 
needs around them and finding ways to 
contribute to their local, national, and 
global community.
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  Guiding Principle 4  

STUDENT 
COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT
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A Year of 
Community
Togetherness
The Channing Hall Association of Par-
ents and Students (CHAPS) has been hard 
at work for another year.  The focus of the 
CHAPS organization is to reinforce the educa-
tional experiences our students have in the class-
room and to build up the community at Channing Hall. 

In 2016-17, CHAPS organized events such as a Veterans 
Day celebration, White Ribbon Week, Read War Competi-
tion, Daddy Daughter Night, Mother and Sons Night and 
even Teacher Appreciation week.  But the crowning achieve-
ment of the year’s events was our Annual Fun Run and Field 
Day.  

This year we kicked off the 
students’ training for their 

run with an all-student 
assembly that intro-
duced the traditions of 
a Color Festival and 
emphasized the theme 
of “Color Me Kind” 

with a challenge for 
students to perform 

acts of 
kindness. 
The theme was 
chosen in the hope 
of strengthening students’ 
hearts as well as their bod-
ies as another opportunity 
for them to portray IB 
Principles.  

CHAPS activities are made 
possible by continued com-
munity involvement and 
support. We had over 10 businesses 
donate to our Fun Run and countless volunteer hours that 
created a memorable day for our students.  

These events have brought joy to our school and students. 
Incredible community support makes it all possible.

Guiding Principle 5

STAKEHOLDER 
COMMUNITY 

INVOLVEMENT



Amy Lewis
Amy Lewis 
received her 
degree in 
Music Edu-
cation from 
BYU Idaho 
in 2014 and 
began teach-
ing music at 
Channing 
Hall in 2016. 
She is also our choir, band and orchestra 
instructor. In addition to her duties at 
Channing Hall, she plays a variety of 
instruments, including the violin, and 
is also a choral performer in and around 
the Salt Lake Area.  

Amy believes that music is a cultural 
experience as well as a personal one 
that transcends language.  She feels that 
musical skills grow best in minds that 
are quick to explore, think and make 
cultural connections outside of the arts.  
She believes strongly in not just creating 
talented musicians, but also successful 
students and leaders of the next gener-
ation.  

She enjoys recording music and travel-
ing with her husband. She also enjoys 
reading and cooking gourmet food. 

With Amy’s guidance, Channing Hall’s 
band, orchestra and choir put on several 
successful performances and concerts 
last year.  We anticipate another year 
of success from our budding Channing 
Hall musicians in the hands of Mrs 
Lewis!

Maddy Taylor 
Fourth grade teacher Maddy Taylor has 
been busy!  After graduating from BYU 
with a Bachelors Degree in Elementary 
Education in December 2015, she got 

married and 
started her 
career as a 
teacher here 
at Channing 
Hall.  She is 
currently the 
lead teacher 
for our 4th 
grade. 

“I absolutely 
love 4th grade. I think the 9-10 year old 
age group is the best. They’re sweet and 
fun and not ‘too cool’ for things yet,” 
she says.

For her, the most rewarding part of 
teaching is when the “light bulb turns 
on” in her students’ brains.  She also 
loves that being part of an IB school 
allows students to make connections to 
other states, countries, and distant parts 
of the world.  

Maddy loves Harry Potter, cooking, and 
watching and re-watching movies with 
her husband Nick.  To honor her Texas 
roots, she also loves football!

9

SPOLIGHT 
ON OUR 
PEOPLE
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Welcome to America!
Students in the 2nd grade explored the history of their an-
cestors and learned that some of them immigrated through 
Ellis Island to achieve the “American Dream” as part of their 
IB unit, “Everyone Has a Story.” One of the activities gave 
students the opportunity to experience Ellis Island for them-
selves “as an immigrant.”

Each student received an immigrant’s name and descrip-
tion, then dressed up as that person and played the role of 
coming to America. Each student also received a first- or 
second-class boarding pass, which was based primarily on 
the immigrant’s socioeconomic status. Some students were 
placed in family situations with one family member being 
deported due to an illness. 

The journey began on a steamship. First-class passengers re-
ceived drinks and chocolates (special privileges) while sitting 

on a pillow. After arriving at Ellis Island, immigrants went 
through the whole process of baggage claim, registra-
tion, medical exam, and ended their experience 
by taking the Oath of Citizenship. 

Some unlucky immigrants were deport-
ed for a variety of reasons and unable 
to enter the United States. 

This experience helped our 
students open their eyes to 
what some of their ancestors 
went through. They found 
that although we come from 
different places and back-
grounds, we have many things 
in common. 

Guiding Principle 6

STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT
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The financial position of Channing Hall is stronger this year. 
Watchful monitoring of expenses along with an anticipated 
increase in state aid was greatly appreciated. Last spring, 
Channing was able to complete an upgraded long-term debt 
plan for our facility that will lead to annual expense savings of 
more than $25,000 a year. 

Finance Report

$3,918,795

$324,105
$158,573 $71,300 $39,062

Revenues

State Funding

Other Local Funding

Federal Funding

Annual Giving

CHAPS

$2,348,556
$960,344

$686,519

$212,564 $199,035

Expenses

Classroom Instruction
Instructional Support
Debt Service
Facilities
School Lunch

$2,348,556
$960,344

$686,519

$212,564 $199,035

Expenses

Classroom Instruction
Instructional Support
Debt Service
Facilities
School Lunch
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Thank You, Channing Hall Donors!

Gold Circle ($1,000 +)

Anonymous
Austin Bankhead
Keri and Mike Brown
Crofts Family
Davies Family
Scott and Paige Farnsworth
Stephanie and Gregg Frohman
Angela Garff
Jeff and Rachal Milford
Lisa Rogers

Silver Circle ($500 +)

Anonymous
Jennifer and Sanford Barrett
Bramwell Family
Michael and Kate Collins
Holland Family
Hymas Family
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Jackson
Emily, Jerimy, River, Hayden 

Jones

Rebecca Kern 
Tamara King
Jim Kreuzer
Swathy and Natesan 

Mahasenan
Shaun and Kim Miller
Navincopa Family
Nilufa Rahman
Scott and RaNae Schmidt
Heather Shepherd
Vincent and Karen Shepherd
Michael and Jacki Stout
Dana Thompson
Alexa and Sienna Walker
Matthew and Talia Wilcox

Bronze Circle ($250 +)

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Nicholas Arcilla
Attridge Family

Stephen and Lois Baar
Mark and Diana Bass
Benjamin Blais
Briggs Family
Richard and Wendy Brower
Stephanie Campbell
Curtis Christensen
Claire and Olivia Danner
Corey and Jen Draper Family
Beau and Isaac Edmunds
Alex and Anne Evans
Glen and Natalya Finley
JoAnna Fruean
Gibbons Family
Eunie Gordon
Graham and Jeannette 

Hammell
Mark Hatch
Matt Hoecherl
Bobby and Monique James
Neil and Holly Jefferies
Juyal Family
Susan Levin

Larson Family
Lowery Family
Lisa Moon
Mouser Family
Nord Family
Padilla Family
Carsyn and Adyson Pickens
Colton and Amy Reading
Scott and Amy Reams
Paige Rhoads Family
Alicia and John Riddle
Ryser Family
Elle Sandberg
Schmitt Family
Johannes and Clare Smit
Neeka and Sheila Solaimanian

Friends Circle ($100+)

Caroline, Rebecca, Thomas 
Affleck

Stephen and Kara Aina
Albiston Family

Thanks to the generosity of our families, local businesses, and community, we raised more than $70,000 during the 2016-
17 Annual Giving campaign.  Your contributions helped us provide more computers for students, more experiments with 
Scientist Suzie, extra support for the Science Fair, and more one-on-one time with students by helping to pay our classroom 
aides.  Thank you for your continued support! Please accept our apologies for any errors or omissions.
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Jared and Linzi Almond
Anderson Family
Anderson Family
Anhorn Family
Anonymous
Anonymous
Whitney Athay
Missy Badberg
Bala Family
Kimani and Kanani Barranco
Bartholomew Family
Tiffany Bills
Ann Bolland
Borsato Family
Braithwaite Family
Jane Brooks
Kristin Brown
Bruns Family
Aspen Bullock
Bullough Family
Burns Family
Scott and Chazzie Carr
Castle Family
Crystal Cochran
Corbridge Family
Covington Family
Valerie Crain
Dillard Family
Sophia and Hazel Ebert

Kim Elliott
Stacy Elmont
Greg and Diana Featherstone
Tom and Sandy Fisher
Sueann Fraga
Cluff Gibson
Stacie and Jeff Goodwin
Harsha Govindasamy
Gray Family
Trisha Grymes
Lynne Guenigault
Jayden and Paisley Guest
Jennifer Gunnarson
Gunther Family
Amber Hampshire
Julie Hill
Camille Honeycutt
Minie and Poppy Jackson
Logan Johnson
Rajul and Priyanka Johri
Madi Kearney
Keller Family
Lisa Kener
Hannah Knudsen
Solana Kozlowski
Lee Kraft
Lancaster Family
Jeff and Suzanne Law
Lucas Lazare

Manivone Lithamalay
Shad and Dawn Lords
Lundberg Children
Pamela Magliocchino
Gichin Marsden
Martin Family
Dezi Martinez
Max Martinez
Mason Family
Judy Mason
May Family
Axyl Meine
Nick and Brenda Miller
Moffat Family
Murphy Clan Alpha
Park Family
Jeremy Parkin
Patterson Family
Jennifer Pesci
Sally Peterson
Sophia Popovskaia
Preston Richards
Rifaat Family
Luis Rojas
Jessi Runia
Madeline Sackett
Jaskirat Singh Saini
Soham Samal
Shanna Dos Santos

Bryan Savage
Shern Family
Jessica Short
Bryan and Joanna Sink
Jamie Smith
Spencer and Challey Smith
Samantha Stone
Stonebraker Family 
Grace Struiksma
Nathan and Lacy Sylvia
Janene Tanner
Marisa Tebbs
Mr. Dave
Erika Tomaszewski
The Unni Family
Stephanie Valderrama
VanArsdol Family
Jennifer Wall
Jayne Whatcott
Adeline Whitehead
Whitney Family
Emmery, Saskia, Taggart Willey
Jason Wolf
Shane and Amy Woodbury
Michelle Wright
Kurt Youngberg
Tiffany Zwahlen



Channing Hall
13515 S. 150 East
Draper, UT 84020

Don’t forget to join us for the Fall Festival on October 6!


