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Nine years ago, I won the lottery – the Channing Hall lottery 
– and my children began receiving intangible dividends of 
knowledge, confidence, curiosity, and community awareness. 
Two have graduated and now attend high school. Rich with the 
skills acquired at Channing Hall, both entered their new schools 
well-prepared to meet the academic and social demands. They 
are well on their way to becoming community contributors who 
know how to learn and who are passionate about improving the 
world.

  These results are not unique. The many alumni that the Board 
members and I associate with demonstrate these same abilities 
and desires. Truly, we are seeing the fruition of Channing Hall’s 
vision in the lives of students as they move forward. 
   
Our vision is supported by six guiding principles: 

1. Maintain clear educational objectives
2. Foster intellectual agility
3. Differentiate instruction
4. Involve students in the community
5. Involve stakeholders in the Channing Hall community
6. Engage students  

These principles define our objectives and are the standards 
against which we measure the school’s success. As we enter 
our 10th year, the Board is committed to maintaining laser-like 
focus on achieving the results defined by our principles.

We are indebted to our highly-qualified and dedicated 
Administration and staff who strive through deliberate daily 
choices to implement the vision and achieve the desired 
results. They are dedicated, enthusiastic, and bright.  They 
emulate the attitudes in the IB learner profile providing real-life 

examples of people who are inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, courageous, 
balanced, and reflective.      

On behalf of the Channing Hall Board of Trustees, it is my 
pleasure to present to you the Annual Report for 2014-2015.  We 
invite you to enjoy the highlights and successes of our previous 
year as measured against Channing Hall’s Guiding Principles.

Warmly,

Dawn Lords
President, Channing Hall Board of Trustees

Channing Hall Board of Trustees

Message from the Board

Channing Hall Daddy Daughter Dance
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Dear Families and Friends,

Last year marked the completion of Channing Hall’s ninth year. For families that were 
here from the beginning, there has been a lot of change. On the first day of school, we had 
no tile in the front office, and the Administration was smashed into the space that is now 
the Business Office. The most exciting thing has been watching the school and students 
grow and change. Last year, the Class of 2015 was the first class to include students who 
had attended Channing Hall from Kindergarten through eighth grade.  

A more recent change is a new addition to the office staff, Truman, a six-month-old 
puppy that comes to school with me. He eventually will train to be a service dog and 
has already been a tool for positive change at school. There are a group of students who 
come to snuggle and wish him a good day every morning. Students and classes work 
toward “Truman Time.” He is an exceedingly well-socialized dog who is a rock star to the 
students who walk him at recess. Faculty members have also been known to come down 
to play and give him a cuddle. Parents have said their children talk about him at home and 
are glad he’s on campus. 

There will be changes as we go into our 10th year. I’m glad he is one that makes a 
difference. 

Sincerely,

Heather Shepherd
Head of School

Ms. Heather & Truman

Message from the Head of School
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Students sail through 
second year of SAGE testing
This was the second year that Channing Hall 
students participated in the SAGE assessment.  
Teachers worked hard to prepare students to 
perform at their best. Students prepared by 
exploring the computer systems associated 
with the SAGE assessment, including the use 
of the SAGE training test, the SAGE formative 
assessment, and the UTIPS (Utah Test Items 
Pool Services) assessment. The purpose was to 
gauge student understanding of state standards 
and the SAGE software. 

We will continue using these programs to 
support students in their success on Utah’s 
standardized assessments.

Guiding Principle 1

Clear Educational 
Objectives

Congratulations to Ms. Heather, winner of Charter Network’s Director of the Year Award
The Utah Charter Network (UCN) named 
Heather Shepherd Director of the Year at 
their Fifth Annual Summer Symposium in 
August. UCN works with state legislators 
to promote bills that further the interests of 
charter schools in Utah. 

UCN’s Executive Director, Kim Frank, 
who was recently appointed by Gov. Gary 
Herbert to represent Utah’s charter schools 
on his Education Excellence Commission, 

presented the award. She compared Ms. 
Heather to a pillar who has stood firm 
and strong in a rapidly expanding charter 
school world. Very few directors have 
lasted that long or guided their schools 
to the level of success Ms. Heather has 
achieved. 

Her commitment and enthusiasm have led 
Channing Hall through almost a decade of 
successful student outcomes. Kim Frank and Ms. Heather
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Kindergarten program blazes 
new IB and enrichment trails
Channing Hall’s new extended-day Kindergarten 
has proven to be a win for the school. Developed 
and taught by Mr. Matt and Ms. Kaitlyn, this 
extracurricular program allows our youngest 
students to explore social studies, science, fine 
arts, and math beyond the standard half-day 
Kindergarten curriculum. Students focus on 
one subject area each day and have covered 
topics ranging from anatomy and agriculture 
to data collection and dance. The curriculum 
follows the six-week IB cycle and includes 
hands-on activities like weekly science lab with 
Scientist Suzie and guest speakers in fine arts. 
Touted as “one of a kind” by the International 
Baccalaureate organization, our extended-day 
Kindergarten program is blazing new trails in IB 
and enrichment education. Monthly tuition covers 
the cost of the program.

Guiding Principle 2

Intellectual Agility
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Scientist Suzie inspires curiosity 

In a fast-paced world filled with ever-advancing 
science and technology, it’s critical to expose 
students to science in as many ways as possible. 
Kindergarten, fourth- and fifth-grade students got 
extra, hands-on science exposure this year with 
the help of Scientist Suzie. Science Education 
Specialist Suzie Harmon, along with her roving 
science cart, worked with classroom teachers to 
help students explore the scientific process. 

The students got excited about science and asked 
terrific questions. Scientist Suzie turned their 
questions into hypotheses, and students proved 
the hypotheses true or false through hands-on 
experimentation. In 2015-16, Scientist Suzie 
will add third grade to her program, introducing 
more students to the wonders of the world and 
encouraging them to be curious inquirers.

Administration set a school-wide goal this year to 
help students acquire the more rigorous skills needed 
for college preparation.  In order to achieve this goal 
of “cognitive rigor,” Instructional Coach Lisa Moon 
began collaborating individually with teachers to 
increase complex thinking among students across all 
subjects. 

Ms. Moon spent time with each teacher – observing, 
setting goals, and reflecting. Together, they examined 
classroom management, lesson planning, questioning, 

activities, and individual student needs. Using the 
Hess Cognitive Rigor Matrix, a tool used to assess and 
measure these elements, they structured new questions 
and activities to dig deeper and focus on students’ 
application of knowledge. 

These strategies are capturing the attention of more 
children and approaching learners at their individual 
levels. Ms. Moon’s partnership with teachers will help 
the school make changes needed to bring each child to 
his or her highest potential.  

Guiding Principle 3

Differentiated 
Instruction

Scientist Suzie

Lisa Moon

Instructional Coach Lisa Moon introduces new strategies to increase student cognitive rigor 
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Firefighters from Unified Fire read to students



Student Council celebrated its second year in 2014-15, giving 
middle school students the opportunity to be school ambassadors 
and work to improve student life.  Faculty advisor Jessica 
Sudman asked members about their favorite part of  STUCO, 
here is what a few had to say:

“If I did have a favorite part, it’d probably be just being around 
to help. I learned a lot from my 2014-2015 STUCO experience, 
and I think I have become a better leader.” – Sage

“I enjoyed helping to form [student relations/incentive 
programs] because, as an eighth-grader in her last year at 
Channing Hall, my aim on Student Council was to leave a 

lasting legacy that benefited the school.” – Shreya

“I am delighted to have been able to improve student 
interactions between grades, and also to set guidelines 
and a legacy for the next generation. Our ideals in student 
council are inspired by IB values, such as eco-friendly 
activities and anti-bullying week. I will leave knowing that 
cooperation is imperative in any community.”  – Vincent

“We raised money to put a water-bottle filler in the middle 
school hallway so the teachers could fill up their bottles. It 
was amazing how everyone in STUCO changed over the year 
for the better.”  – Cannon

Guiding Principle 4

Student
Community
Involvement

Student Council gets middle school students involved in school, and larger community

7



8

Guiding Principle 5

Stakeholder
Community
Involvement

Parents join in at the Fall Festival



Generous Annual Giving campaign raises $80,000 for computers, aides, and more
The Channing Hall community of 
students, parents, teachers, administrators 
and friends has a rich history of annual 
giving. What started as a fun school 
carnival fund raiser at Draper Park the 
summer before the school opened has led 
to a legacy of annual givers. 

We raised approximately $17,000 at 
the first carnival, with approximately 
40 percent of Channing Hall families 
participating. Today, our carnival has 

morphed into the annual Fall Festival, and 
support has been outstanding. In 2014-
15, we raised more than $80,000, with 
approximately 95 percent participation.

Our students benefit directly from the 
funds raised in Annual Giving. Past 
funds have paid for the LEAP program, 
purchased much-needed technology 
equipment and computers, and 
supplemented our teachers’ aides. Annual 
giving is a critical part of the growth 

at Channing Hall. The success of our 
Annual Giving program is a reflection of 
the amazing support we have from our 
community of parents, family, and friends.  

“Our 10th season of Annual Giving is 
coming up this fall. We’re working to 
achieve 100 percent participation from 
our Channing Hall family,” said Head of 
School Heather Shepherd. “It will be our 
best season of giving yet!”

CHAPS cultivates parent community involvement
Parent involvement is critical to the success of our school. 
The Channing Hall Association of Parents and Students, 
or CHAPS, provides strong leadership and champions 
several parent-led projects throughout the year. A 
Veterans Day celebration gave students the opportunity 
to learn from veterans and thank them for their service. 

The Wolf Reading Challenge for kindergarten through 
third grade resulted in several students advancing one 
or more reading levels. The Zombie Fun Run raised 
money to purchase PE equipment and computers for 
classrooms. To support our teachers, CHAPS coordinated 
dinner during student led conferences, a holiday luncheon in December, 
and festivities and treats for Teacher Appreciation Week. 

The tireless efforts of CHAPS and our parent volunteers continue to 
make Channing Hall a better place. CHAPS BoardParents join in at the Fall Festival
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Eighth grade students engage in sustained community projects
Eighth grade students worked diligently 
on their community projects, an IB 
requirement for all students who 
are completing Year 3 in the Middle 
Years Program. Students engaged in a 
sustained, in-depth, inquiry-based project.

Projects included acts of community 
service or promoting awareness of 
a community or global issue. Some 
students worked individually; some 
in groups with a maximum of three 

students. Regardless of the group size, 
each student documented their individual 
progress and created a tri-fold board of 
their research and action, which was 
displayed at graduation. Students were 
required to use the IB design cycle, which 
includes inquiry, planning, action, and 
reflection, and spent roughly 15 hours on 
their community projects.

Students were placed in mentor/
advisory groups that met in fifth period 

each Friday during second semester. 
In addition, they held a Project Day on 
May 1st to give students additional time 
and assistance to help meet their goals. 
During the month of May, students 
presented their projects to their mentor 
groups. 

We were excited to hear our students 
share what they have learned and how 
they have made a difference in the world!

Guiding Principle 6

Student
Engagement
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Same time next year, Dad?
More than 200 girls and their fathers boogied the 
night away as Channing Hall hosted its inaugural 
Daddy Daughter Dance. 

Our tireless committee arranged everything, 
from dinner and dance lessons to flowers and 
cupcakes. Coach Nuffer acted as DJ, and the 
Student Council served ice cream and helped with 
logistics. Even Ms. Heather attended with her 
dad.

We couldn’t have asked for a better first event, 
and we hope that the Daddy Daughter Dance will 
become a Channing Hall tradition.

IB Coordinator draws on her past to prepare students for future 
Jessica Sudman is taking on a new role as 
the school’s IB Coordinator. Her passion 
for the International Baccalaureate program 
began as an eighth grade student when her 
family moved to Norway. Her dad’s job with 
NATO, along with her own experience at 
an International IB school, instilled a global 
perspective at a young age.

In college, she knew she wanted to teach the 
IB curriculum and sought out mentors in IB 
schools. And like her mentors, Ms. Sudman 
aims to empower Channing Hall students for 
academic success. 

“Studies have proven that students with IB 
backgrounds, especially from the Middle 
Years Program or the Diploma Program, 
enter college prepared to balance work, 
manage their time, and collaborate with 
others. They are also more likely to push 
through college to become graduates, which 
is a feat considering the average degree takes 
five years.”

Ms. Sudman will help teachers implement 
the IB curriculum and make Channing 
Hall synonymous with the International 
Baccalaureate in Utah. Jessica Sudman
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Finance
Report

The nation’s steady economic recovery, leading to increases in state revenue, is having a positive 
impact on Channing Hall. During the 2014-15 year, salaries and benefits for teachers improved 
significantly and adjustments for other staff members are expected to occur this coming year.

Channing Hall is addressing the need for new technology critical in today’s educational 
environment. With continuing community support from the CHAPS Fun Run, a successful Annual 
Giving campaign, and other fundraising events, the school is on its way to having a Chromebook 
computer for every student.  Funds also continue to provide excellent instructional aide support.

State Sources - 86.1%

CHAPS - 1.1%

Annual Giving - 1.8%

Federal Sources - 4.3%

Other Local Funding - 6.7%

Classroom Instruction - 54%

School Lunch - 4.6%

Facilities - 4.8%

Debt Service - 17%

Instructional Support - 19.6%

Revenue

State Sources - 86.1%

CHAPS - 1.1%

Annual Giving - 1.8%

Federal Sources - 4.3%

Other Local Funding - 6.7%

Classroom Instruction - 54%

School Lunch - 4.6%

Facilities - 4.8%

Debt Service - 17%

Instructional Support - 19.6%

Expenses
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Thank You, Channing Hall Champion Donors!
Please accept our apologies for inadvertent omissions or errors

Gold Circle ($1,000 +)
Adobe
Angela Garff
Anonymous
The Brown Family
The Crofts Family
Cheryl Davies
eBay
Fehrenbach Family
Fidelity Charitable Trust
Frohman Family
Jeff & Rachal Milford
Craig & Deena Pyle
Vu Family
Wells Fargo
Anthony & Roman Zito

Silver Circle ($500 +)
Sanford & Jennifer 

Barrett
Dustin, Sarah & Cameron 

Carlson
The Christensens
The Davis Family
Farnsworth Family
The Holland Family
Rebecca Kern
Mahasenan Family
Colton & Amy Reading 

Family
The Rifaat Family
Heather Shepherd
Scott & Cynthia Thorsen

Bronze Circle ($100 +)
Steve & Catharina Affleck
Agrelius Family
Kara Aina
A-J Sheet Metal
Albiston Family
The Amsler Family
The Anderson Family

John & Holly Andrews
Anonymous (six donors)
Ashton Family
Astin Family
Astle Family
Whitney Athay
Stephen & Lois Baar
Missy Badberg
Barney Family
Bartholomew Family
Nicole Beierschmitt-

Hawkins
Belnap Family
Bills Family
Bonnemort Family
Braithwaite Family
The Briggs Family
Claire & Jane Brooks
Brower Family
The Gabe Brown Family
Bullock Children
The Burrows Family
Campbell Family
Carlson Family
Carman Family
Eric & Nicole Chaffee
Chatterjee Family
Chipman Family
Aaron & Natalie 

Christensen
Curtis & Carolyn 

Christensen
Clark Family
Marisa Clegg
Landon Corbridge
The Law Office of Derek 

Coulter
Covington Family
Valerie Crain
Lindy Darcy
DeLangis Family
Aundra & Jayden Dillart

The Draper Family
Mallory & Beau Edmunds
Kim Elliot
Eragon Express Inc
The Ewell Family
Featherstone Family
The Finleys
Tom & Sandy Fisher
The Franz Family
Mark Frohman
Grymes Family
Guenigault Family
The Gunther Family
Matthew C. Hall Family
Cheerilynn Hall
Karen Hall
Hammell Family
Harker Family
Jeff & Suzie Harmon
Harris Family
Mark & Teresa Hatch
The Hendons
Matt Hoecherl
Camille Honeycutt
Hoopes Family
Hymas Family
James Family
Jefferies Family
Brad & Kalisa Jenson
David & Lynnie Johnson
Jeremiy & Emily Jones
Vanessa Kaminski
Udaya Kapu
Shelby Kener
Kelley Family
Kraft Family
Lamoreaux Family
Lessner family
Levin Family
Lords Family
Jason & Tasha Lowery
Lundberg Family

Magliocchino Family
Gichin Marsden
Rob Marsh
Martin Family
Magdalena Martineau
Mason Family
Lindsay Matsuura
May Family
McCarthy Family
Emmy Miller
Kim & Shaun Miller
Shannon Mondeaux
Lisa Moon
Katie Moose
Alison Moss
The Moultrie Family
Bryan & Kristina Mouser
Muhlestein Family
Dan & Liz Nelson 
Nord Family
Ashley Nuttall
Tyler & Amy Park
The Patel Family
Holly Patterson
Perry Family
Joseph & Jennifer Pesci
Sally Peterson
Pickens Family
Picou Family
Eunie Piper
John Piper
The Rhoads Family
Preston & Savannah 

Richards
The Riddle Family
Lisa Rogers
The Rooker Family
A Rusell
Mark & Andrea Ryser
Abani and Namita Samal
Zoey Sanchez

Tom, Whitney & Sarah 
Schmitt

Schroeder Family
Scott Family
Judy Sharp
Shelley Family
Karen & Vincent 

Shepherd
Jessica Short
The Simons Family
Sisam Family
Spencer & Challey Smith
Soneji Family
Grace Struiksma
Sylvia Family
Mark & Amie Taylor
Tebbs Brothers Insurance 

Group
Tebbs Family
David Thompson
Robyn Thompson
Viola Tuiaki
Ralph Turner
The Valladares Family
The VanArsdol Family
Joanna Vuki
Warr Family
Whatcott Family
Jen White
Mary Ruth Wiggins
Willey Family
Willey-Albayeros Family
Sophia Withers
Jana & Ken Woodbury
The Woodbury Family
Wright Family
Young Family
Melissa Young
Kurt Youngberg
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Channing Hall
13515 S. 150 East
Draper, UT 84020

Don’t forget to join us for the Fall Festival on October 9!


